St. Matthew Parish
19 Dora Lane, Limerick, Maine 04048-3527
Tel. 207-793-2244
website: www.stmatthewlimerick.org
Diocese of Portland Diocesan website: www.portlanddiocese.org

We welcome you to the Catholic Community of
St. Matthew and the celebration of the Eucharist.

ST. MATTHEW PARISH STAFF:
Very Rev. Philip A. Tracy, V. F. Pastor
E-mail address: philip.tracy@portlanddiocese.org
Rev. Jack Dickinson, Parochial Vicar
E-mail address: jack.dickinson@portlanddiocese.org
Deacon Paul Lissandrello, Pastoral Associate
E-mail address: paul.lissandrello@portlanddiocese.org
Heather Silva, Secretary/Bookkeeper
E-mail address: heather.silva@portlanddiocese.org
Deacon Paul Lissandrello, P.C.L.
Deacon Paul Lissandrello Altar Server Coord.
Gail Libby, Music Director, 793-8998
FINANCE COMMISSION:
Henry McKeown
Kevin LaFreniere
Theresa Harrigan
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS:
Jon DiCentes, Grand Knight, 247-8875
BIRTHPLACE HELPLINE:
Abortion Alternatives/Project Rachel,
1-800-227-3002
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
WEEKDAY MASSES:
9:00 a.m. - Monday,
8:00 a.m. - Tuesday*, Thursday*, Friday*
*Check weekly bulletin for possible time changes.

BAPTISMS:
Parents who want to have their child(ren) baptized are
asked to please call the parish office (793-2244).
WEDDINGS:
Anyone planning to get married must call the parish
office at least SIX MONTHS PRIOR to the proposed
wedding date.
CONFESSIONS:
Saturday at 3:00 p.m.,
AND ANYTIME BY APPOINTMENT.
NEW PARISHIONERS:
Welcome to St. Matthew Parish. Please fill out the Parish Membership Form below and drop it in the collection basket or mail to the parish office.
DOMESTIC ABUSE HOTLINE:
324-1802 or 1-800-239-7298
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN:
www.portlanddiocese.org/protecting-gods-children
We joyfully welcome back to the Church any of our brothers and
sisters who may have been away.
PARISH MEMBERSHIP:
Name ______________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________
City _______________________________________________
Zip Code ___________________________________________
Phone No.___________________________________________
Email Address________________________________________
Check
_____New Registration
_____Updating Info.
_____Change of Address
_____Moving out of Parish

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH
TODAY IS THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT. THE READINGS
BEGIN ON PAGE 66 OF THE MISSALETTE.

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEKEND
Saturday
4:00 p.m.
Sunday
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Holy Souls in Purgatory by Bob Smythe
Thomas & Kathleen Hennessey by the Family
Intentions of the Parishioners
MASSES FOR THE WEEK

Monday
9:00 a.m.
Tuesday
8:00 a.m.

Rev. Vincent Cappadano by Constance Cote
Rev. Clement Thibodeau by Constance Cote
MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA

Wednesday
8:00 a.m.
Communion Service
Thursday
8:00 a.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m.

Sr. Josephine & Sr. Vencentia Amoroso
by Frank & Betty Amoroso
Stephanie “Tootie” Holda
by Frank & Elaine Jedrychowski

MASS INTENTIONS NEXT WEEKEND (Mar 10 & 11)
Saturday
4:00 p.m.
Sunday
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Anita McKeown by McKeown Family
Wilfred Santerre by Brenda Santerre Schneider
Intentions of the Parishioners

Readings for the Week of March 4, 2018
Sunday:
Scrutiny:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:
Scrutiny:

Ex 20:1-17 or 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17/Ps 19:8, 9,
10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/1 Cor 1:22-25/Jn 2:13-25.
Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 5:1-2, 58/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42
2 Kgs 5:1-15b/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 42:3]/
Lk 4:24-30
Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9
[6a]/Mt 18:21-35
Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20 [12a]/
Mt 5:17-19
Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Lk 11:14-23
Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14
and 17 [cf. 11 and 9a]/Mk 12:28-34
Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab [cf. Hos
6:6]/Lk 18:9-14
2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6
[6ab]/Eph 2:4-10/Jn 3:14-21.
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6
[1]/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or Jn 9:1, 6-9, 13-17,
34-38

LIMERICK

Pastor’s Pondering
As I sit to write my pondering, I am amazed to find that we are
now in March and Lent is moving by quickly. In preparing two
homilies this weekend, one for the Cleansing of the Temple by
Jesus, and the one on the Samaritan Woman at the Well for the
10:30am mass, I came across another quote that figuratively
smacked me in the face. I found the quote in Becoming a Fervent Disciple by J ohn Lozano, but it is a quote fr om J im Collins in a book, Good to Great. Good in the enemy of the best.
And that is the key reason why we have so little that becomes
great. We don’t have great schools, principally because we have
good schools… Few people attain great lives, in large part because it is just so easy to settle for a good life. The vast majority
of companies never become great, precisely because the vast
majority become quite good, and that is their main problem.
Let that sink in for a moment. Jesus calls his followers to be concerned about the abuses of the Temple and the Samaritan woman
to turn away from her sinfulness, and he is met with resistance
and disbelief. Temple sacrifice was already a challenge, how can
we do more? Part of the problem was that Temple sacrifice was
also easy to measure. You needed to purchase this animal for this
purpose, give it to the priest, and you are done. To be on fire for
the Gospel, to love unconditionally, to not take advantage of
those in need, that is not so easy to measure, nor easy to do. I am
chastened to admit how often I settle for being good, and not
pushing myself: I have lost some weight, I can cheat on a dessert;
my homily hangs together well, no need to see if I can be more
inclusive to a particular group in the parish, etc. Just think how
much money is spent on new sport equipment, lessons, the latest
technologies to hit a golf ball further, a tennis ball better, to play
an instrument more proficiently, but we are content to pray as we
learned in second grade, to wait for the priest to tell what the
Scriptures mean, etc. After all, I am a “good” or decent Catholic,
I go to Church more than many, at least try to say my prayers or
listen to the homily instead of reading the Pastor’s Pondering
then!! Perhaps the key question to get us to Easter joy is this, am
I content to be simply be good, or do I really want to be great,
and if I want to be great, what needs to change in my life?
Book Discussion: F r. Phil has opted to move the sessions to
discuss Perfectly Yourself to the Easter season. The unpredictable weather, busy Lenten schedule and lack of consensus on a
good time for most people is making it too difficult to schedule.
Heard too many times: Often one of my secretaries will begin a
conversation, “ so and so knows how busy you are, but if you
have some time, could you please….” It leads me to wonder if
there are parishioners who are concluding that Fr Jack and I are
too busy and not calling. Please let Fr. Jack and I determine how
busy we are for ourselves. We became priests to serve God’s
people, especially in the celebration of the sacraments. Sadly, we
are not always able to simply be in the office waiting for a call.
Please call, or if you email, you may do so directly, our addresses
are on this bulletin. When calling, especially for an anointing,
please let us know if death is more imminent than not. We can
adjust our schedules for emergencies. If you simply wish to invite us for a meal, conversation, house blessing etc, we will do
our best to work those into our calendars.

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

The week of March 19th we will have some special times for
reconciliation in preparation for Easter.

St Matthew:

Tuesday March 20th after morning mass, 6-7pm in the evening,
Thursday March 22nd following the 8 AM Mass- 8:30-9:30
Friday March 23rd after mass, 4:30-5:30 (before Stations) and after
Stations if needed.

PARISH FINANCES
Amount needed weekly to operate parish
Offertory 2/25/18
WESHARE Online Giving 2/25/18
FEBRUARY OFFERTORY AS OF 2/25/18

$ 3,900.00
$ 2,540.00
$
395.00
$ 11,886.50

WHAT SHALL I BRING TO THE LORD, THE GOD OF HEAVEN, WHEN I
COME TO WORSHIP HIM? - Micah 6:6

St. Therese:

Wednesday March 21st after morning mass, 5-7pm (at Notre Dame)
Thursday March 22nd Holy Family- 5-7 PM
Friday March 23rd after morning mass, after Stations of the cross (4:305:30) at Holy Family.
You may also make an appointment to see one of the priests. Additional
times may become available and will be posted.
COMMUNITY LUNCHEON: Please join us on Tuesday, March
6th, for our Community Luncheon beginning at
11:30 a.m., in the parish hall. Those attending are
asked to bring a salad, casserole or dessert. BINGO
games for prizes are held after the luncheon.
WINGS Lenten Program: Will be meeting Tuesday, March 6 from
7-9 in the Kindergarten room. For more information please contact
Debbie Wentworth by phone at 978-618-1636 or by email at
wentworth80@verizon.net

LENTEN PROGRAM: Saying Yes: What is God’s Will for Me? This is
the focus of the new DVD series we are offering for Lent, which features
Father Albert Haase, O.F.M., a scholar of Christian spirituality and
spiritual mentor to hundreds. It is a follow-up to Father Haase’s Catching
Fire, Becoming Flame (Lent, 2014) and Keeping the Fire Alive (Lent,
2017). Sessions will be held in the Parish Hall on Thursdays, from 8:45
to 10:15 A.M. All are welcome to come to one or more sessions. Sign-up
in the Narthex or contact Deacon Paul at 793-2244.
March 8
March 15
March 22

WINGS Spring: Join the women of WINGS as Catherine Marshall introduces us to the "The Helper". At the Magnificat Breakfast in September, guest speaker Katherine Valentine credited this
book with launching her relationship with the Holy Spirit. "The
Helper" presents the Holy Spirit via short readings, one per day for
the 40 days between Easter and Pentecost. We will share how
the Holy Spirit is working in our lives at our weekly Tuesday night
meetings, April 10 - May 15 at 7pm in the Kindergarten room.
Used books can be purchased on Amazon for about $6, or new for
$16. To be included in the group order for a new book, or for more
information, please contact Debbie Wentworth at 978-618-1636 or
wentworth80@verizon.net.
The High School Youth Ministry is again collecting items for
EASTER BASKETS. These are given out to local families in our
Food Pantry as well as extras to local schools who are in need. If
anyone knows of a family in need, please let Deacon Paul know. We
need baskets, small toys, grass, lots of candy of all kinds, and cellophane to
cover them. We'd like to thank you all in advance for your generosity. The
box is in the Narthex.

Session 4 - A Discerning Lifestyle
Session 5 - Discerning the Designs of the Devil
Session 6 - Wrestling with God
The Worship & Spirituality Commission will
again sponsor Soup and Bread in the Parish
Hall, following Stations of the Cross and
Benediction, at 6:00 P.M. on Fridays in Lent,
according to following schedule:

March 9

Stations*, followed by Soup and Bread conducted by
members of WINGS (Women in God’s Spirit).

March 16
March 23
March 30

Stations and Benediction, followed by Soup and Bread
Stations and Benediction, followed by Soup and Bread
Stations at 3:00 P.M. - No meal.
Good Friday Liturgy in the Evening at 7:00 P.M.

*Note NO Benediction

St. Patrick’s Dinner: Let’s celebrate Spring and St. Patrick’s Day at St.
Matthew’s parish hall. Parishioners of North Waterboro and Shapleigh will
host the supper on Saturday, March 17th from 4:30-6:00p.m. Featuring:
Irish Stew, Boiled Ham, Roast Cabbage, Colcannon (Irish Mashed Potatoes)
Shepherd Pie, Mac & Cheese, Salad, and freshly baked Irish Soda Bread,
Beverages and lots of Dessert. Bring your family and friends!
Adults $10

SECOND COLLECTION: This weekend’s second collection is
for Capital Improvements.

Children 6-12 $5.00

Children 5 & under: FREE

RICE BOWLS: If you would like to participate in this Lenten Alms
giving Program, Rice Bowls are on the carts.
EASTER FLOWER ENVELOPES: If you would like to donate towards
our Easter flowers in memory of a loved one, please pick up an
envelope on the carts, fill it out and place it in the collection basket.

FUNSHINE FAIR COMMITTEE MEETING: There will be
a meeting of the Funshine Fair Committee on March 9th at
7PM after Stations of the Cross and Soup and Bread.

TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED!!
CLOTHING BOOTH: We would like to split our clothing booth
between 5 team members. Each team member overseeing a section
of the booth (ie. mens, womens, childrens etc.).
SET UP AND CLEAN UP: This year we are looking for several
individuals that would be willing to break this job into teams and
oversee those helping with this area.
ICE CREAM BOOTH: Would your family like to run the ice cream
booth this year? This is a great way to get involved, and can be fun
for the whole family.

If you are interested in lending a hand with any part of this
year’s fair, please call the office 793-2244, email
heather.silva@portlanddiocese.org or attend the meeting on
March 9th at 7PM.
IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROGRAM
“PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN”
In the interest of children’s safety, we ask that children not be allowed to
leave Mass to use the restrooms downstairs, unless they are accompanied by an adult. Because we are a public building, doors are required to be unlocked, allowing entrance to all.

MARCH 4, 2018
Please include the following priests serving in our diocese in your daily
prayers this week:
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.
Mar.

04
05
06
07
08
09
10

Bishop Paul Baltakis OFM
Rev. Joseph Koury/Rev. Eugene Gaffey
Rev. Bertrand Poussard/Rev. Ricahrd Rice
Rev. Vincent Mellone/Rev. John Fagan SJ
Rev. Dominic Savio HGN/Rev. Raymond Lagace OFM
Rev. Robert Levens SJ/Rev. Edward Clifford
Rev. Robert Paskey SJ/Rev. Hilary Cameron

Heavenly Father, during this penitential season, we pray that the Blood of
Jesus may kindle in the hearts of our priests the divine fire of Your love by
their devotion to the Eucharist..
Ven. Mother Catherine Aurelia, Foundress

Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew the gift of God and
who is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked
him and he would have given you living water."- Jn 4:10
VOCATION VIEW “We proclaim Christ crucified...the power and wisdom of
God.” Could Jesus be calling you to proclaim His life, death and resurrection as
a priest or in the consecrated life? Contact Father Seamus Griesbach at 207773-6471; or email: seamus.griesbach@portlanddiocese.org; Website:
www.portlanddiocese/vocations; Facebook: VocationsME.

The Presence Radio Network
Week of Sunday, March 4, 2018
Listeners share how listening to
The Presence has helped them:
“I learn something new everyday”
“Your programming changed my life”
“I am one of the millions to vow that
Catholic radio has literally saved my
soul, and I am forever grateful.”
“I love being informed and learning
so much. It helps me to explain
our faith, it gives me courage.”
“You help me focus on what is most
important every day, loving God and
neighbor with my whole heart.”
Include Catholic radio in your
lenten journey this year!!
The Presence Radio is your listener-supported Catholic radio.
106.7 FM in Greater Portland, 90.3 FM in Greater Bangor,
89.7 FM Mid-Coast, 89.5 FM Augusta, 97.5 Fort Kent,
1390AM Northern Maine, 105.7 FM in Springvale & Sanford
Listen online www.thepresenceradio.org,
Download the free Presence Radio smartphone app
or dial 605-475-8037 and listen on your cell phone
or T-Mobile users dial 360-398-4479

MARCH 4, 2018

Grades K - 8

Mar. 4
Mar. 11

Class 9:15 - 10:15 am
Class 9:15 - 10:15 am

Grade 9-12

Mar. 4

Session 6:00 - 7:30 pm

PLEASE HELP SUPPORT OUR FOOD PANTRY
St. Matthew Food Pantry is always need of a few items they have
a hard time purchasing from Good Shepherd. Would you be
willing to donate these items? A collection container can be
found in the Narthex.
Coffee & Tea
Jelly & Jams
Ketchup

Peanut Butter
Baked Beans
Mustard

Canned Meat
Chef Boyardee
Relish

Plastic & paper bags are also needed for the Food Pantry. You may leave
them in the narthex. THANK YOU IN ADVANCE!!
**Serving residents of Limerick, Newfield, Parsonsfield or parishioners.

Next Week’s Second Collection: Next week,
our parish will take up The Catholic Relief
Services Collection (CRSC). Funds from this
collection help provide food to the hungry,
support to displaced refugees, and bring
Christ’s love and mercy to all people here at home and abroad.
Next week, please give generously to the CRSC, and help Jesus in
disguise. Learn more about the collection at www.usccb.org/catholicrelief.

